which it falls as "National Police Week" and by Public
Law 103-322 (36 U.S.C. 175) has requested that the
flag be flown at half-staff on Peace Officers'
Memorial Day.”
Saint Peter residents are encouraged to
recognize and thank our local Police Officers for their
commitment to keeping us all safe as we honor their
sacrifices on Police Officer Memorial Day.
IS YOUR CAT A CRIMINAL?
– It’s official.
If you
haven’t applied for your
cat license by now, your
cat is officially a criminal.
Or should you, the owner,
be the criminal? Either
way, the deadline has
passed and now the
license will include a penalty fee. And if you wait
even longer and still don’t get the license you might
even receive a formal citation from the Police
Department.
Please apply now for your 2020-2021 cat license
by contacting the Community Development
Department (934-0661). They will walk you through
what you need to do for no-contact issuance of the
license. Cost with the penalty is now $10 for
spayed/neutered cats or $30 for unaltered pets. The
license is good for two years and you’ll need a
current rabies certificate to get the license.
If you no longer have your cat please contact the
Community Development Department so the
information can be removed from the database.
PARKS REMAIN OFFICIALLY CLOSED – City park
facilities which would usually have opened on May
1st, remain closed. This doesn’t mean that you can’t
be in a park, but it does mean the restroom facilities
and drinking fountains will remain closed until State
restrictions related to COVID-19 have been eased or
lifted.
Visitors to City parks are encouraged to maintain
proper hygiene including covering sneezes and
coughs, staying home when not feeling well,
washing hands (or using hand sanitizer) as
recommended by the Minnesota Department of
Health and maintaining at least a six foot social
distance at all times.
Families are also reminded that play structures in
the parks are NOT being sanitized and use of this
equipment is NOT recommended.

RECREATIONAL
FIRE
STANDARDS - Are you
getting ready for a
backyard recreational fire
where you will of course all
be six feet apart? Have a
great time and to be safe, please follow the City’s
standards and guidelines for having a recreational
fire.
 Recreational fires must be at least 25 feet from
all buildings or combustible materials.
Combustible materials are things such as wood,
paper, and plastics.
 Conditions which could cause a fire to spread
within 25 feet of a structure shall be eliminated
prior to ignition.
 Recreational fires must be constantly attended
until the fire burns out completely or is
extinguished.
 A minimum of one portable fire extinguisher
complying with MSFC (07) Section 906 with a
minimum 4-A rating or other approved on-site
fire extinguishing equipment, such as dirt, sand,
or garden hose shall be readily available at all
times until the fire is extinguished. Examples of
other approved fire extinguishing equipment
would be a charged garden hose, dirt, or sand
(and a means of applying it).
 The only materials permitted in a recreational fire
are wood from trees, small branches, brush, or
charcoal. Treated lumber materials, construction
debris, garbage, plastic materials, or waste
materials are not allowed to be burned in
recreational fires.
 Recreational fires must be immediately
extinguished if they pose a fire safety risk, if they
are not in compliance with the above, or when
directed to do so by a Police Officer, Firefighter,
Fire Warden, or DNR Officer.
 The MSFC (07) does not contain any regulations
for immediate extinguishment if the smoke from
a recreational fire is a nuisance to an adjoining
property.
Also please note that Minnesota Statutes defines
a campfire as: "Campfire" means a fire set for
cooking, warming, or ceremonial purposes, which is
not more than three feet in diameter by three feet
high, and has had the ground five feet from the base
of the fire cleared of all combustible material.”

The recycling sites accept cardboard, glass,
plastic….normal recyclable materials.
However,
some people have begun to use the sites as
dumping sites for everything from tires, to
appliances, to furniture.
If you have used the site as a dump in the past or
were thinking of doing so in the future, be advised
that both the County and the City will prosecute
those who dump things illegally at either site. There
are lots of legal means to get rid of things you no
longer want so don’t take the risk of being
prosecuted. Contact Tri-County Solid Waste office
by phone at (507-381-9196) or by email at
https://www.co.nicollet.mn.us/180/Tri-County-SolidWaste for information on how to safely and legally
dispose of unwanted materials.
If you’ve been keeping furniture and/or appliances
waiting for the City’s curbside collection program, we
are still planning on having one, but it will be later
this year than in the past as we wait for the ability to
do it safely.
Watch City utility bills for that
information.
Finally, City Hall receives a lot of calls each spring
asking when people can put junk out on their curb
and we come and pick it up. THE CITY DOES NOT
DO THAT! Other area cities have junk collections,
but in Saint Peter that is not a service we offer. If
you have junk to get rid of and there are no
organized collections of that material, please call
one of the many licensed refuse haulers operating in
Saint Peter and arrange for a pickup, but note you
will have to pay the hauler directly for that service.
CENSUS UPDATE – Is it all
just background noise
now? Have you heard it so
many times you just tune
out every message you
see at this point? And
really, what is the point?
The point is this......every single Minnesotan that
doesn't fill out their 2020 Census form costs the rest
of us more than $15,000 over the course of the next
decade. That's money that could be used for
hospitals, bridges, and schools ....lost to Minnesota
for each person that fails to be counted. $15 grand
might not sound like a lot, but if even 5% of
Minnesota's roughly 6,000,000 population is missed,
that equals $4,500,000,000! Now that's a lot of
zeros! So don't be a zero - be a hero and be counted
today. Go to www.2020census.gov!
COVID-19 UPDATED INFORMATION – Each week the
Hot Sheet will include updated information
pertaining to the City’s response to the COVID-19

emergency. With few exceptions, this will be limited
to new information only. If there is something we
have previously published in this column that you
need to access, please go to the City’s website at
www.saintpetermn.gov and check out the Hot Sheet
archives. Here is the latest information as of May 6,
2020:
 The peacetime emergency continues.
 Need help? Call 211. This is a nationwide
service with regional information that provides
callers with information about and referrals to
social services for every day needs in times of
crisis. For example, 2-1-1 can offer access to
basic human needs and resources like food and
clothing, shelter, housing, utility assistance;
disaster response and recovery; mental health
and health resources; employment support;
support for older adults and people with
disabilities; children, youth and family support;
and volunteer opportunities and donations.
 The City’s municipal campground is remains
closed until further notice under orders from the
State of Minnesota.
 Nicollet County Public Health has shared the
following guidelines for the public when spending
time outdoors…..Time spent outside provides
many benefits. We encourage local day use of
parks, trails and other outdoor recreational
facilities as a good way to stay healthy, reduce
stress, and enjoy time with members of your
immediate household. However, it is essential to
follow the guidelines from the Minnesota
Department of Health (see Protecting Yourself
and Your Family and Strategies to Slow the
Spread ) and the Centers for Disease Control
(see Visiting Parks and Recreational Facilities )
and observe the following practices while
recreating outdoors to protect yourself and
others and slow the spread of COVID-19:
o Practice social distancing (stay at least 6 feet
from people from other households). This
isn’t just for parks and trails – it is also
essential at boat launches, fishing piers, and
hunting lands, and anytime you leave your
home.
o “Household” means all the people living in
the same home or residence, including a
shared rental unit or other similar living
space.
o If it is not possible to maintain social
distancing throughout an activity – such
while playing a sport like basketball or
volleyball where participants are often in
close proximity – then you should only

o

o

o

o

o

o

participate in that activity with members of
your household. Keep in mind that even
activities and sports that are typically thought
of as non-contact – such as doubles tennis
or pickleball – may require modification to
follow social distancing practices (e.g.
pairing only with a member of your
immediate household).
Stay as close to home as possible. This is not
the time to be traveling long distances to
recreate. Cherished outdoor traditions
further from home will be there for you later,
after the public health situation has eased.
Do not host or attend gatherings with people
who aren’t members of your immediate
household. This includes gatherings like
outdoor cookouts or barbeques, because
those types of gatherings could spread
COVID-19.
Explore the range of nearby public lands
available to you. If you arrive at a park, water
access site, or other public recreation land
and see that it is busy, choose a different
option. This will allow you to maintain social
distancing, and reduce impacts on staff and
resources. Also, consider visiting at off-peak
times, typically early or late in the day.
Do not carpool to outdoor recreational
activities with people other than those in your
immediate household. Similarly, do not share
of equipment and maintain social distancing
recommendations by the MDH when around
people from outside of your household.
When enjoying recreational boating: Only
boat with those in your immediate household
and maintain a minimum six-foot distance
from other boats at all times. Beaching or
rafting with other boats is not allowed. When
launching/loading your boat, give those
ahead of you plenty of time and space to
finish launching or loading before you
approach. Be aware that conditions at water
access sites may differ from those
encountered in previous years. For example,
while DNR-managed accesses are open,
spring maintenance is not completed and
amenities such as courtesy docks will not be
in place in some locations. Other public and
private access sites may not be open. Avoid
congregating in common areas like
trailheads, parking areas, overlooks, fishing
piers, boat launches or fueling stations.
Avoid contact with shared amenities like
playground equipment, picnic tables, and
benches. Assume such equipment has not

o

o

o

o

been sanitized. Wash your hands or use
hand sanitizer if you do come into contact
with shared amenities.
Respect signs limiting access or providing
temporary direction regarding trail or site
usage.
Wash your hands often with soap and water
for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are
not readily available, use a hand sanitizer
that contains at least 60% alcohol. Cover all
surfaces of your hands and rub them
together until they feel dry. Do not touch your
eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed
hands.
Anyone with symptoms consistent with
COVID-19 (including fever, cough, or
difficulty breathing) should stay home and
not engage in outdoor activities. For more
information see the CDC’s “What to Do If You
Are Sick”. The use of cloth face coverings
can be considered as an additional measure
to reduce the risk in public areas. Refer to
MDH Guidance on When to Wear a Mask.
Note that cloth face coverings may help
protect others from the wearer’s respiratory
droplets, but are NOT a replacement for
social distancing. Social distancing must be
observed even if face coverings are in use.
Know the latest information about what
facilities are open. For DNR-managed parks
and lands, consult the DNR website or call
the DNR information center (651-296-6157
or 888-MINNDNR (646-6367).

HELP WANTED – The City of Saint Peter is now
accepting applications for the following full-time
position:
 POSITION
OPENING
–
LIBRARY
SUPERVISOR - in the Recreation and Leisure
Services Department. This position supervises
the operation of the library and is responsible for
assisting in the development, implementation,
monitoring and evaluation of all Library programs
and activities.
Minimum qualifications:
Bachelor's Degree in Library Media Science,
Education or related field; Two years
demonstrated programming experience in
libraries, recreation, educational or related
areas, or equivalent; Demonstrated personal
computer experience; Valid driver’s license;
Experience working with the public. DESIRED
QUALIFICATIONS include:
Demonstrated
experience of two or more years provision of
library operations; Two or more years of
demonstrated
employee
supervisory

experience; Demonstrated experience in
preparation and implementation of budgets; Two
or more years’ demonstrated experience in
provision of literacy enhancing programing,
library program management, or delivery;
Previous
demonstrated
experience
with
inventory or library materials circulation
software; Demonstrated experience in the
purchase of Library materials including books,
periodicals, and digital materials. Starting wage
$22.60-$25.24 per hour.
Applicants must
complete a City application form available in

from the City Administrator’s Office, 227 South
Front Street, Saint Peter, Minnesota 560822538; by calling (507)931-0663; or on the City’s
website
at
https://www.saintpetermn.gov/365/Employment.
Completed applications will be accepted until
5:00 pm, June 12, 2020.
Faxed or late
applications will not be accepted. AAEOE

CITY MEETING CALENDAR –***PLEASE NOTE…Until further notice, all City meetings are being conducted
electronically as authorized under Minnesota Statutes 13D.021. Log-in information for each meeting is included
at the bottom of the agenda page. Agendas are all posted on the City’s website at www.saintpetermn.gov.
Thursday

May 7

5:30 p.m.

Planning and Zoning Commission

Monday

May 11

7:00 p.m.

City Council Meeting

Tuesday

May 12

2:30 p.m.

MN River Valley Transit Board

Tuesday

May 12

5:30 p.m.

Library Board

Monday

May 18

5:30 p.m.

City Council Workshop

Monday

May 18

7:00 p.m.

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board

Tuesday

May 19

6:00 p.m.

City Board of Appeal and Equalization

Friday

May 22

8:00 a.m.

Tourism and Visitors Bureau

Monday

May 25

Tuesday

May 26

7:00 p.m.

City Council Meeting

Wednesday

May 27

12:30 p.m.

Hospital Commission

Thursday

May 28

12:00 noon

Economic Development Authority

Monday

June 1

3:30 p.m.

Housing and Redevelopment Authority

Monday

June 1

5:30 p.m.

City Council Workshop Session

Thursday

June 4

5:30 p.m.

Planning and Zoning Commission

Monday

June 8

7:00 p.m.

City Council Meeting

Monday

June 15

5:30 p.m.

City Council Workshop Session

Monday

June 15

7:00 p.m.

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board

MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY – All City offices
Closed

Monday

June 22

7:00 p.m.

City Council Meeting

Wednesday

June 24

12:30 p.m.

Hospital Commission

Thursday

June 25

12:00 noon

Economic Development Authority

Friday

June 26

8:00 a.m.

Tourism and Visitors Bureau

Monday

June 29

3:00 p.m.

City Council Goal Session

Tuesday

June 30

5:30 p.m.

Heritage Preservation Commission

