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CITY COUNCIL ACTIONS – Action taken by the City
Council on July 12, 2017 included a public hearing
and subsequent action to approve the vacation of
the portion of Mason Street lying east of the North
Sunrise Drive right-of-way; acceptance of the 2016
audit; approval for the unbudgeted purchase of an
exchange server; approval for a revolving loan for
Building Good Communities, LLC; scheduling a Tax
Increment Financing hearing to create a Tax
Increment Financing District to assist with
demolition and utility disconnection/reconnection
costs for redevelopment of property at 115-1123
south Minnesota Avenue; and approval of a Tree
Worker license.
The next City Council meeting is July 24, 2017 at
7:00 p.m. in the Governors' Room of the
Community Center. For more information on City
Council meetings, please contact the City
Administrator’s office at 507-934-0663. Copies of
the Council packet are also available on the City’s
website at www.saintpetermn.gov/city.
POLICE OFFICER KLASEUS
HONORED – Police Chief Matt
Peters presented a Life
Saving award to Police
Officer Joshua Klaseus as
part of the July 10th City
Council meeting.
Officer
Klaseus
was
honored for his actions in
October, 2016 that resulted
in a family being able to flee their burning home
without injury or loss of life.
Chief Peters stated, “While on patrol during early
morning hours, Officer Joshua Klaseus began to
smell smoke. He intensely searched the area in an
effort to locate its source. Soon, the officer found
smoke billowing from a single-family residence.
Officer Klaseus calmly requested Fire Department

response to the location. Then, he ran to the front
door of the home and found it unlocked. Upon
opening the door, the officer immediately was
overcome by smoke. He began yelling, hoping for a
response. Using his flashlight, Officer Klaseus
moved further into the residence, but could see
only about 8 feet in front of him.
He heard a dog barking and then a female voice.
The Officer quickly helped the woman outside and
asked if anyone else was in the house. She
mentioned her son and attempted to reenter.
Officer Klaseus told her to stay outside in the yard.
He then went back into the residence and saw that
flames now had engulfed one wall.
The Officer was met near the front door by a
person cradling the couple’s infant son. After
Officer Klaseus asked if anyone else was in the
home, the man quickly said his girlfriend was
inside.
The officer
said that she was
already safe outside.
When Officer Klaseus
reunited the family, he
confirmed
that
everyone was safe. In
this short period of
time,
the
home
became fully engulfed
in fire.”
Chief Peters then
presented the Life
Saving
Award
to
Officer Klaseus on
behalf of the Police
Department, the City
of Saint Peter, the City Council and the residents of
Saint Peter. The meeting was recessed for a brief
period to allow Officer Klaseus to take photos with
is family.

CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE FILING – The filing period
for seats on the City Council will begin at 8:00 a.m.
on Tuesday, August 1st and continue until 5:00
p.m. on Tuesday, August 15, 2017. The Election
will be held on Tuesday, November 7, 2017 to elect
a Mayor, two Councilmembers from Ward I (North
Ward) and one Councilmember from Ward II (South
Ward). The terms of:
NAME
Charles Zieman
Susie Carlin
Roger Parras
Stephan Grams

POSITION
Mayor
Council Ward I
Council Ward I
Council Ward 2

TERM
2 yrs.
4 yrs.
4 yrs.
4 yrs.

expire on December 31, 2017. Please note that
Saint Peter City Council positions are non-partisan.
Any person wishing to file for City offices may do so
at the City Administrator’s office in the Municipal
Building, 227 South Front Street between the hours
of 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon and 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
The filing fee is $5.00. Persons with questions
regarding the election or filing for office are
encouraged to call the City Administrator’s office at
934-0663.
MOVIES IN THE PARK MOSQUITO
SPRAYING – The Recreation and
Leisure Services Department
will once again sponsor a
“Movies in the Park” family
event on July 21st in Jefferson
Park.
For those planning to attend this free event
please note that City crews will spray for mosquitos
prior to the event. If you have concerns about
exposure to the chemicals used for mosquito
prevention, please take this information into
consideration when deciding to attend the event.
STREET PAINTING WORK – The
Public Works crew has begun to
paint roadways stripes, parking
stalls and intersections. Please
be extra careful in and around
these areas as traffic may be
restricted to one lane and
intersections may be a little more
difficult to traverse until the paint
dries and the safety cones are removed.
RECYCLING CHANGES – It’s finally here! Curbside
recycling program now happens every week!
All recyclables must be placed in the container
curb-side by no later than 7:00 a.m. each week.

Materials that may be recycled include glass, cans,
plastics, paper and cardboard. The materials do
not need to be separated.
Recycling is not only good for the environment,
but it also keeps costs down which is good for all of
our customers!. For more information on recycling
with the City of Saint Peter, please visit our website
at
www.saintpetermn.gov/single-sort-residentialrecycling.
SPEED ENFORCEMENT EFFORT – The Saint Peter
Police Department is currently participating in a
statewide extra speed enforcement and awareness
campaign thru July 21st to remind drivers to slow
down and drive safely.
The
Minnesota
Department of Public Safety
Office of Traffic Safety
(DPS-OTS) coordinates the
campaign with more than
300
police
agencies
stepping up enforcement
efforts through overtime
funding provided by the
National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA).
“Sunny summer skies and clear roads tempt
drivers to drive more aggressively and push down
on the accelerator a little harder. That’s a
dangerous choice,” said Donna Berger, Office of
Traffic Safety director. “When speeds go up, so
does the likelihood of fatal crashes and serious
injuries. Add in motorists who are drunk, distracted
or unbelted, and the summer months become the
100 deadliest days on Minnesota roads. Drive
Minnesota Nice and choose to obey the speed
limit.”
While getting a ticket may be a primary concern
when exceeding the speed limit, drivers should
worry about far more dangerous consequences:
 Preliminary numbers show speed-related
fatalities in 2016 (92 deaths) increased by
18 percent last year compared with 2015
(78 deaths).
 During the 100 deadliest days in the past
five years (2012-2016), preliminary
numbers show that 109 people lost their
lives in speed-related crashes.
 Speed contributes to an average of 83
deaths each year (preliminary).
 In single-vehicle crashes in 2015, illegal or
unsafe speed was the most common
contributing factor.
Higher speeds mean bigger problems like:
 Greater potential for loss of vehicle control.
 Increased stopping distance.



Less time for driver response for crash
avoidance.
 Increased crash severity leading to more
severe injuries and death.
The cost of a speeding violation will vary by
county, but it will typically cost a driver more than
$110 with court fees for traveling 10 mph over the
limit. Fines double for those traveling 20 mph over
the limit, and fines for speeding in a work zone are
more than $300. A driver can lose their license for
six months for going 100 mph or more.
HERITAGE PRESERVATION DISTRICT - In 1989, the
City Council adopted the heritage preservation
ordinance to, “preserve and promote the natural
beauty and distinctive historic character of the Saint
Peter Heritage Preservation Property, which is so
intimately connected with the history and life of the
City, to maintain and promote the charm and
atmosphere of an integrated shopping, living,
entertainment, and recreation area for visitors and
people of the City.”
At that time, the Council established the Heritage
Preservation District.
The District begins at
Broadway Avenue and continues down both sides
of Minnesota Avenue to Mulberry Street. The
District then continues along the north side of
Mulberry Street and then north to include the
properties on the west side of Third Street to
Nassau.
The ordinance requires that any construction,
demolition,
maintenance,
repair,
alteration,
modification and painting of buildings, signs,
graphics, visual displays, outdoor furniture, or
fixtures on any Saint Peter Heritage Preservation
Property.
Essentially, any activity undertaken which alters
the exterior appearance of the historic structure
must be reviewed and approved by the Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC). The Commission
follows the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating
Historic Buildings as they review new construction,
renovations and the installation of signage.
Heritage Preservation Commission members are
appointed by the Mayor and City Council and
convene monthly to review and consider proposed
projects. For more information about the heritage
preservation regulations or the HPC, please contact
the Community Development Office at 507-9340661.
HIGH UTILITY BILLS? – If your utility bill is creeping
up as the summer warms and your grass needs a
little sprinkling, here’s something that might help
you cut your bill. One of the biggest expenses on

City utility bills is the wastewater fee which is
directly tied to the number of gallons of water used
by the customer.
This expense is even greater for customers who
have not had an irrigation meter installed on their
homes. Irrigation meters are separate utility meters
that monitor the usage of water that does not go
down the City’s wastewater system…..outside uses
like watering the lawn, washing the car, watering
the garden, etc…. With an irrigation meter, the only
charges the homeowner pays for this outside water
use is the water cost. That can result in significant
savings to the homeowner if you use a lot of
outside water. Another plus is that during the
winter months when outside water isn’t used,
customers don’t pay a base charge for the irrigation
meter!
So, how do you get an irrigation meter? The first
step is to apply for one at the Building Department
at City Hall. The cost is $25. Then you’ll need a
plumber to install the meter. The cost for that
depends on your plumber and what work is needed
in your home to install the meter. (The homeowner
is responsible for the plumbing costs.) From that
point on, any water used from outside faucets will
not be charged wastewater fees. If you would like
more information on how irrigation meters work,
please contact the Public Works Department at
934-0670.
REDUCING ENERGY COSTS - Summer heat is finally
upon us. Here are some ways you can save
energy costs and keep your utility bills lower:
 Be a speedy chef
…Nothing is more
energy
efficient
for cooking than
your microwave. It
uses
two-thirds
less energy than
your stove.
 Push a button to
wash your dishes. Surprise! Your dishwasher
uses less water than washing dishes by hand.
Then let dishes air-dry to save even more!
 Fill up the fridge. Having lots of food in your
fridge keeps it from warming up too fast when
the door is open, so your fridge doesn't have to
work as hard to stay cool.
Cutting back unnecessary energy use is an easy
way to reduce energy consumption while saving
money. Here are some additional suggestions you
can do at home, at absolutely no cost to you.
 Do your laundry efficiently by using the warm or
cold water setting for washing your clothes.
Always use cold water to rinse clothes.



Turn up your thermostat.
Set your thermostat to 78
degrees when you are home
and 85 degrees or off when
you are away. Using ceiling
or room fans allows you to
set the thermostat higher
because the air movement
will cool the room. Always take into account
health considerations and be sure to drink
plenty of fluids in warm weather. Use your
appliances wisely. Avoid running your
appliances during peak hours.
 Line dry clothes whenever you can. If you have
to use the dryer, make sure to dry loads back to
back. Run full loads, use the moisture-sensing
setting, and clean the lint trap after each use.
 Conserve energy by running your dishwasher
only when it is fully loaded, and turn off the dry
cycle and air dry dishes instead.
 Eliminate wasted energy. Turn off appliances,
lights and equipment when not in use.
 Unplug electronic devices and chargers when
they aren't in use. Most new electronics use
electricity even when switched "off." Turn
computers and printers off at the power strip.
 Unplug or recycle that spare refrigerator in the
garage if you don't really need it. This will save
you up to $150 per year!
And for some inexpensive energy solutions, how
about trying these ideas?
 Replace furnace/air conditioner filters. Dirty
filters restrict airflow and can cause the system
to run longer, resulting in increased energy use.
Replace filters monthly for maximum benefit.
 Plug your home's leaks. Weather-strip, seal,
and caulk leaky doors and windows and install
foam gaskets behind outlet covers.
 Choose ENERGY STAR®
products. Buy ENERGY
STAR® certified table
lamps and light fixtures,
and
replace
your
incandescent light bulbs
that are used more than
two hours per day with
ENERGY
STAR®
compact fluorescent bulbs. For example, install
compact fluorescent bulbs in your porch light if
you leave it on overnight.
And remember,
there are rebate funds available if you purchase
energy star products including CFL bulbs.
 Install an ENERGY STAR® programmable
thermostat.

And finally, are you planning to do some
remodeling soon? Time to replace old appliances?
Consider these energy efficiency suggestions when
you make purchases.
 Install a whole house fan. A whole house fan is
permanently installed in your attic and draws
cool air into your home through the windows
while forcing hot air out through your attic vents.
Use after sundown when the outside
temperature drops below 80 degrees, and in
the early morning to cool your house and help
reduce your air conditioning use.
 Install window shading.
Install
patio
covers,
awnings, and solar window
screens to shade your
home from the sun. For
additional future savings,
use strategically planted
trees, shrubs and vines to
shade your home.
 Solar control window films applied to existing
glass in windows and doors is an effective
method to reduce peak demand during hot
months and conserve energy anytime air
conditioning might be required. In addition to
the energy management benefits, the use of
these films can also reduce exposure to
ultraviolet radiation and reduce glare.
 Invest in a new air-conditioning unit. If your air
conditioner is on the way out, buy an ENERGY
STAR® air conditioner. Even if you currently
have an energy star model, today’s AC units
are much more efficient than older models.
 Seal your ducts. Leaking ductwork accounts for
25% of cooling costs in an average home, so
have your ducts tested and have any leaks or
restrictions repaired by a qualified contractor.
Note: duct cleaning is not the same as duct
sealing.
 Replace your refrigerator with an ENERGY
STAR® model. Refrigerators with a top or
bottom freezer design can save you an
additional 2-3% on your bill compared to a sideby-side design.
 Increase attic insulation.
If your existing
insulation level is R-19 or less, consider
insulating your attic to at least R-30.
 Install ENERGY STAR® windows. If your
windows are due for replacement, ENERGY
STAR® windows can make your house more
comfortable year-round.
Also please note that you may be eligible for
rebates, tax breaks, federal stimulus funds or other
financial incentives to help you afford some of

these improvements. Talk to your tax professional
to see if anything is available for you.
HELP WANTED - The City is currently accepting
applications for the following position:


PART-TIME METER READER – In the Finance
Department. Minimum qualifications:
high
school diploma or equivalent; experience
working with the public; and valid Class D
driver’s license. Desired qualifications: record
keeping experience and previous meter reading
experience. Position works full days over the

first two weeks of each month. Meter Readers
must work in all weather conditions. $13.81 per
hour with health insurance. Applicants are
required to complete a City application form
available in the City Administrator’s office at
227 South Front Street between the hours of
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon and 1:00 p.m. - 5:00
p.m. or by calling (507)934-0663. Completed
applications must be received by the City
Administrator’s Office by 5:00 pm, July 14,
2017. Faxed, emailed and/or late applications
will not be accepted. AA/EOE

CITY MEETING CALENDAR - This calendar is subject to change. Should you have a question on a meeting date/time, please
contact the City Administrator’s Office at 934-0663.

Monday

July 17

5:30 p.m.

City Council Workshop

Monday

July 17

7:00 p.m.

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board

Monday

July 24

7:00 p.m.

City Council meeting

Tuesday

July 25

5:30 p.m.

Heritage Preservation Commission

Wednesday

July 26

12:30 p.m.

Hospital Commission

Thursday

July 27

12:00 noon

Economic Development Authority

Friday

July 28

8:00 a.m.

Tourism and Visitors Bureau

Monday

July 31

3:00 p.m.

City Council Goal Session

TuesdayTuesday

August 1 August 15

Thursday

August 3

5:30 p.m.

Planning and Zoning Commission

Monday

August 7

3:30 p.m.

Housing and Redevelopment Authority

Monday

August 7

5:30 p.m.

City Council Workshop

Tuesday

August 8

5:30 p.m.

Library Board

Monday

August 14

7:00 p.m.

City Council Meeting

Monday

august 21

5:30 p.m.

City Council Workshop

Monday

August 21

7:00 p.m.

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board

Wednesday

August 23

12:30 p.m.

Hospital Commission

Thursday

August 24

12:00 noon

Economic Development Authority

Friday

August 25

8:00 a.m.

Tourism and Visitors Bureau

City Council Candidate Filing Period

Monday

August 28

7:00 p.m.

City Council Meeting

Tuesday

August 29

5:30 p.m.

Heritage Preservation Commission

*** Please contact the City Administrator’s office (507-934-0663) for up-to-date meeting information.***

